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MacFarlane, Marriage and Love in England.
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A WIFE.

A wife made all of wives, and compounded

Of choice ingredients, both for mind and blood.
A maid, yet willing to become a mother ;

Young vet full ripe ; a fair one, and yet black,
The white side turned to me, black unto others,
Silent, yet one that no good tongue doth lack ;
Rich only to contentment, not to excess;

Holy, driving with love her faith to express;
Wise, not to teach, but her own wants to know ;
Well-born, yet not so high to set me low.

Such whilft | fancied to myfelf a wife,

Friend, | do hear you have her to the life.
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* Joe Miller's complete jest book - 69 R—3(1859)

* Speaking of the depravity of the age, ' almost all
houses,' he said, ' were made ale-houses ; that men
made matrimony a matter of money ; and placed their

paradise in a pair of dice : Was it so in the days of
Noah?
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* Nowadays love is a matter of chance, matrimony a
matter of money and divorce a matter of course.
* RelationshipsQuotations by Helen Rowland
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